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Konza City

Konza Techno City is a Business Process Outsourcing project that is 
being marketed by the Government of Kenya through the ICT Board. 
The city will have a science park, a convention centre, shopping malls, 
hotels, international schools and a health facility.

where African silicon
savannah begins
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Kenya’s Foreign policy in Botswana.
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opportunities ;

• Facilitation of trade missions;
• Advisory services in fields such as education, 

employment opportunities
• Information on Kenya’s foreign policy; 
• Provision of consular services to Kenyans at 

home and in Botswana;
• International jobs;
• Mediation and arbitration of disputes 

involving Kenyans, Foreign missions/
organizations
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Monday- Friday- from 8:30 am-4:30pm

EDITORIAL TEAM

CHAIRPERSON
H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani

VICE CHAIRPERSON
Mr. Wilfred Musau

MEMBERS
Ms Helen Sang
Ms Esther Njoroge
Ms Ruth Kelebekae

DESIGN & LAYOUT
Impressionhouse

This is a publication of the High Commission of the republic 
of Kenya in Botswana. Any reproduction of articles therein 
should be acknowledged.

Comments and opinions on any issues to be directed to:
Kenya High Commission
Zebra Way, off Chuma Drive: plot 2615
Private bag BO 297
Gaborone

Tel: +267 3951408
Fax +267 3951409

www.khcbotswana.org.bw
Email: info@khcbotswana.org.bw
Twitter: @KHC_Botswana
Facebook: Kenya High Commission in Botswana 

Message from the High Commissioner 4

President Uhuru Kenyatta’s visit to Botswana 5 - 8

President Kenyatta sworn into office 9

High Commissioner Presents Credentials 10

Kenya@50 celebrated with pomp and Jubilation 11 - 13

Kenya High Commission wins another prize at 

Global Expo 2013  14 - 15

News in Pictures 16 - 19

African Environment Ministers meet 20

Botswana Summit on Elephants 21 - 22

Commonwealth Heads of Public Service meet 23

Mission opens Condolence book 24

Benchmarking visit by Kenya National Police 25

African countries signs Gaborone Declaration 26

Jubilee Madaraka day celebrations 27

Maasai Mara lands top award 28

Kenyan athletes win the Steinmetz 

Gaborone Marathon 29

Award winning actress Lupita Nyong’o 31

contents



4 Kenya High Commission- Botswana        Newsletter

Message from H.E the High Commissioner

It is my pleasure to present to 
our esteemed readers the 1st 
edition of the newsletter of 

the Kenya High Commission in 
Botswana. This edition comes at 
a critical time in our country`s 
development. Almost one year 
ago we witnessed the historical 
elections that ushered in our 
fourth elected government 
since independence under the 
leadership of H.E. President 
Uhuru Kenyatta. The celebrations 
of our Golden Jubilee under 
the theme “Pamoja twasonga 
mbele” “Unity, Prosperity and 
Kenya as Home of the Greats” 
continue to inspire us and the 
Kenyan community in Botswana 

sports and the promotion of agriculture sectors especially in horticulture and beef production. 
In July 2013 at the Botswana Consumer Fair the Mission won the prize for the best stand in the 
Diplomatic Category and also got 1st position in the Diplomatic Missions’ category at the Global 
Expo Botswana which was held in November 2013.  

Under public diplomacy we highlight the national celebrations; 50th Jamhuri Day (12th December 
2013), Mashujaa Day (20th October 2013) and Madaraka day (1st June 2013). We also have pictorials 
of some of our most memorable moments during this reporting period. 

We encourage you to read this newsletter and provide us with suggestions and information that we 
could use to serve you better

Happy reading

Asante sana

Kealeboga

organized various activities which included; a blood donation, a cleanup campaign in Tlokweng, a 
charity walk and golf tournament which managed to raise funds which were donated to a childcare 
trust in Gamodubu.

It is a year since I arrived in Botswana and as a mission we are delighted by the achievements that 
we have made and the fruitful engagements that we have realized in the past year as we have 
endeavored to strengthen the bilateral relations between the two countries. We were particularly 
delighted to host H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta during his official visit to Botswana as well as 
the visit to Kenya by His Excellency President Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama when he joined 
Kenyans in Nairobi at the celebrations to mark Kenya`s Golden Jubilee.

We have witnessed enhanced growth in the partnership with Botswana and look forward to further 
engagement and cooperation in key areas including trade, tourism and environment, education, 

H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani
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The year 2013 was a historic one for the Kenya/ Botswana relations which saw bolstering of cooperation 
between the two countries as President Uhuru Kenyatta made an official visit to the Republic of 
Botswana on 6th November 2013 at the invitation of President Lt Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama. The 

President and his host President Khama held official talks on bilateral issues of mutual interest. President 
Kenyatta was accompanied by the Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs and International Trade Amb. Amina 
Mohamed, Principal Secretary Dr. (Eng).Karanja Kibicho, the Private Secretary Jomo Gecaga and other 
senior government officials.

President Kenyatta visits 
Botswana

President Uhuru Kenyatta addressing Kenyans

The President also met the Kenyan community comprising over 700 professionals. President Kenyatta briefed 
them on the agenda of the Jubilee Government and urged all Kenyans to ensure that they remain united and 
peaceful. He noted that every Kenyan from whichever corner of the country has an opportunity to make 
a contribution to Kenya. Despite many challenges and setbacks, his government had made notable strides 
towards realization of the promises made to the Kenyan people in areas such as the implementation of the 
devolved system of government which is a key component of the Constitution, streamlining government 
operations and ensuring rapid economic growth. One of the key pillars of this economic growth is the Uwezo 
Fund which he personally launched a few months ago and whose aim is to expand credit for youth and 
women businesses and enterprises. He assured the community that his government will work to ensure that 
they enjoy all their rights as Kenyans, including the right to vote in national elections.

The President informed the Kenyans that his government was involved in talks with the countries in the 
region that are aimed at facilitating movement of people, goods and services. He disclosed that East Africa 
was showing the way forward and from January 2014 people would be able to cross the borders with only 
an identity card.
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President Uhuru Kenyatta being welcomed by Vice President of Botswana Dr. 
Ponatshego Kedikilwe at Sir Seretse Khama International Airport

President Uhuru Kenyatta flanked by Cabinet Secretary Amb Amina Mohammed, High 
Commissioner Amb Jean Kimani and the Principal Secretary Dr. Karanja Kibicho responding to 

questions during the meeting with the Kenyan community

The Kenyan Diaspora all over the world plays a critical role in national development and that their 
remittances are a major source of foreign exchange and a significant source of economic activity in various 
sectors. The president assured Kenyans that the Diaspora policy will soon be launched and will facilitate 
involvement of Kenyans working abroad in development initiatives in the country. The Policy will unlock 
the huge Diaspora potential through improved provision of information and services and establishment 
of reliable Diaspora database, encourage development of Diaspora intellectual networks , mobilization 
of the Diaspora through virtual participation, participation of the Diaspora in the country’s governance, 
improvement of mechanisms for remittances, the capacity of the Government and other institutions and in 
engaging the Diaspora in Economic and socio-cultural developments. The President urged the Community 
to join hands with other Kenyans at home and across the world in celebrating 50 years of independence in 
order to make this a meaningful and memorable milestone in the nation’s history.
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President Kenyatta with Vice President of Botswana Dr Ponatshego 
Kedikilwe being entertained by Botswana Traditional Dancers

Kenyan community listening keenly to H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta

Welcoming H.E the President the High Commissioner Amb. Kimani noted that there are over 5000 Kenyan 
professionals in Botswana and Kenya has played a key role in building the capacity of institutions in Botswana 
and lauded the warm relations between Kenya and Botswana. Kenya and Botswana enjoy warm bilateral 
relations; with a history of cooperation dating back to the latter’s independence in 1966.This cooperation 
has been in sectors including education and training, agriculture, environment and wildlife conservation 
and transport. The two countries have a Joint Permanent Commission of Cooperation (JPCC) whose third 
session was held in November 2011 during which several MOUs were concluded. The next session of the JCC 
will be held in Botswana later this year.
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H.E. President Uhuru Kenyatta salutes Kenyans who came in large numbers to welcome him to Botswana

President of the Republic of Botswana H.E. Seretse Khama Ian Khama acknowledging greetings from 
Kenyans during Jamhuri Day celebrations in Nairobi

President Kenyatta hosts President Khama
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Kenyatta sworn in as 
Kenya’s new PresidentKenya’s new President
Following the peaceful elections that were held on 4th March 2013 under a new constitutional 
dispensation, President Uhuru Kenyatta was sworn into office as the country’s 4th President at a 
colourful ceremony held at the Kasarani International Stadium in Nairobi on April 9, 2013. 

Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta receives the national constitution to represent his instrument of power 
from his predecessor Mwai Kibaki. 

Kenya’s President Uhuru Kenyatta (C) displays the special sword that he received to represent his 
instruments of power from his predecessor, Mwai Kibaki (2nd L), after his official swearing-in at Kasarani 

International Stadium.
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On 12th March, 2013 at a 
ceremony held at State 
House, H.E. Jean W. Kimani 

presented Letters of Credence to 
H.E. Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama Ian 
Khama, President of the Republic of 
Botswana. Receiving the credentials  
President Khama  hailed the warm  
bilateral relations between the two 
countries and expressed the need for 
both sides to explore new areas of 
cooperation. The High Commissioner 
assured the President of Botswana 
of Kenya’s commitment to strengthen 
the bilateral relations for the benefit 
of the citizens of the two countries 
and noted that opportunities exist 
for both countries to use the Joint 
Permanent Commission to enhance 
cooperation especially in trade, 
education, science and technology, 
cooperatives sector, environmental 
and wildlife conservation. The High 
Commissioner noted that Botswana is 
home to SADC which has enormous 
opportunity for economic growth in 

the Continent based on the Tripartite 
Agreement between SADC-COMESA-
EAC. The ceremony was also attended 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation of Botswana 
Phandu Skelemani who earlier 
received the High Commissioner and 

wished her a successful tour of duty. 
Amb. Jean Kimani is a career diplomat 
with over 30 years experience in the 
diplomatic service and was previously 
the National Coordinator/Director for 
the Great Lakes Region in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

High Commissioner presents credentials

H.E President Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama receiving letters 
of credence from Amb. Jean Kimani.

President of the Republic of Botswana Seretse Khama Ian Khama, Kenya High Commissioner to Botswana Amb 
Jean Kimani and Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Hon Phandu Skelemani discussing 

bilateral issues after Amb Kimani presented credentials
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On 13th December 2013 H.E Amb. Jean Kimani  led the staff of the Kenya High Commission in Botswana, 
the Kenyan Community, representatives of the Government of Botswana, the diplomatic corps  and 
friends of Kenya in celebrating Kenya`s golden jubilee in a colourful ceremony held at the Gaborone 
Sun Hotel. The guest of honour at the occasion was the Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public 
Administration and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs Hon. Mokgweetsi Masisi of the Republic of 
Botswana.

In her speech the High Commissioner paid tribute to Kenyan heroes who fought for our independence 
and bestowed on Kenya a legacy of a united and proud country. The High Commissioner outlined the 
theme of the Jubilee” unity, prosperity and Kenya as the home of the greats, Pamoja twasonga mbele 
“and noted the great strides that Kenya has 
made in various field; health, education, 
governance. Kenya has been able to build 
a strong economy and is now a regional 
financial hub while still maintaining the 
agricultural sector as the backbone of 
our economy especially in the export of 
horticulture. The discovery of oil and gas 
deposits, infrastructure development will 
further the economy. 

H.E Amb. Kimani said Kenya is committed 
to regional integration within the African 
continent and has played a key role in 
the East African Community and COMESA 
and they equally look forward to working 
with SADC in promotion of the tripartite 
arrangement between the regional 
communities. She said Kenya cherishes the 
bonds of friendship that exist between the 
two countries, as they also share common 
history and soon they would be joining 
Batswana in celebrating their jubilee in 
2016. H.E. Amb. Kimani noted bore witness 
to the world that Kenya has come of age 
as we ushered in a new Government under 
the new constitution.

WITH POMP AND

Kenya 
@50  

H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani delivers her Jamhuri Day address

Hon. Mokgweetsi Masisi delivers his speech at 
the celebrations

JUBILATION”

“CELEBRATED
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H.E Ambassador Jean Kimani & Hon. Minister Mokgweetsi 
Masisi toast for the good relations between Kenya and 

Botswana during 50th independence celebrations

Speaking at the function 
Hon Mokgweetsi Masisi 
commended Kenya for 
its continuous pivotal 
role in promoting 
peace and security on 
the African continent, 
especially in the horn 
of Africa. Mr Masisi said 
as a member of the 
East Africa Community, 
Kenya holds a great 
potential and promise 
for regional integration 
efforts. 

Botswana, he added is 
confident that Kenya 
would continue to 
effectively address 
all peace and security 
challenges the country 
faces, including the scourge of terrorism. The 
minister added that it is important to pay tribute 
to the founding fathers of the nation as they played 
a pivotal role to ensure that the 50 years journey 
became possible through providing a firm foundation 
for nation building. 

He said Africa as a whole looks back and takes pride 
in Kenya’s sound track record of socio-economic and 
political progress adding that without doubt, Kenya 
boasts one of Africa’s most vibrant nations because 
of the resilience, commitment and industrious 

character that the 
people of Kenya are 
best known for.

On bilateral level 
between Botswana and 
Kenya, he said the two 
have enjoyed excellent 
relations from time 
immemorial which had 
been characterized by 
high level exchanges, 
people to people 
interactions as well 
as professionals and 
business people working 
in the two countries.

This function was 
the climax of events 
organized by the mission 
in collaboration with 
the Kenyan Community 

in Botswana to celebrate Kenya @50. In October 2013 
on Mashujaa Day (Heroes Day) the Kenyan community 
in Francistown   kicked off the activities by donating 
to the less privileged at a kgotla meeting organized 
by the authorities of Tati Siding

Kenyans also participated in a cleanup campaign that 
was held at Tlokweng village and which gave them 
an opportunity to exercise their social responsibility 
of taking care of the environment by cleaning up 

the streets along Tlokweng of garbage 
and other hazardous waste. The Kenyan 
Community organised a charity walk 
and a golf tournament which raised 
P50 000 for Gamodubu Child Care Trust 
which was handed over to the Director 
of the Trust Ms Shirley Madikwe during 
their visit to the Trust. The Kenyan 
community also had a family fun day 
during which they donated blood to 
Botswana Blood Donation Centre.
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Members of the Diplomatic Corps and other Dignitaries at Jamhuri Day reception

Members of the Diplomatic Corps in a celebratory mood during Jamhuri Day celebrations reception 
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H.E Ambassador Jean Kimani receiving a prize for best 
Diplomatic Mission from the Vice President of the 

Republic of Botswana Dr Ponatshego Kedikilwe

Kenya High Commission and Kenya Airways staff 
members showing an award the mission won at 
Botswana Consumer Fair 2013 for best diplomatic 
mission

Visitors admiring Kenya products at Consumer fair 
2013

Kenya High Commission wins another prize at
Global Expo Botswana 2013
The Kenya High Commission scooped yet another 
prize at Global Expo Botswana 2013 which was 
held on November. The theme for the Global Expo 
was ‘Global Expo Botswana, changing the business 
landscape through Foreign Direct Investment and 
Exports’. A diverse group of exhibitors and business 
delegates from South Africa, Brazil, Poland, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Indonesia, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, 
Spain, Hungary, Kenya, Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Belgium, Italy and Germany participated. The 
Mission’s stand emerged the best in the Diplomatic 
Missions’ category and was awarded a trophy and 
a certificate for best country pavilion. The Global 
Expo was organized by Botswana Investment 
and Trade Centre which plays pivotal role in 
the competitiveness of Botswana’s business 
environment.

In line with the theme of the Expo, the Mission 
show cased tea, coffee, canned beef, juices and 
crafts. Also on display were brochures, flyers and 
Videos on agriculture, horticulture, Kiswahili 
language, culture, tourism and the hospitality 
industry. Kenya Airways, the Nation’s flag carrier 
and the region’s premier airline partnered with 
the Mission in promoting Kenya as a transport hub 
and a high value tourist destination. In July 2013 at 
the Botswana Consumer Fair, the Mission won the 
prize for the best stand in the Diplomatic Category.
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Ms Esther Njoroge (middle) receiving Kenya High Commission award for best Diplomatic category at 
Global Expo Botswana 2013 from the Chief Executive Officer of the Botswana Investment & Trade 

Centre Mr Letsebe Sejoe

Vice President of Botswana Dr. Ponatshego Kedikilwe signing Kenya High Commission visitor’s book 
at Botswana Consumer fair 2013. Attending to him are Head of Chancery Mr. Wilfred Musau and 

Administration Attaché Mrs. Medy Obbayi 
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President Khama and other dignitaries waves as 
President Uhuru Kenyatta’s flight leaves

President Uhuru Kenyatta receives a bouquet of flowers 
from Ashley Cheptoo Koech

Cabinet Secretary Amb. Amina Mohammed 
addressing Kenyans 

President Uhuru Kenyatta being greeted by Botswana 
Cabinet Ministers at the airport. 

N E W S  I N  P I C T U R E S
President Uhuru Kenyatta’s visit to Botswana

Jamhuri Day Celebrations

Ambassador of Cuba to Botswana H.E Juan Carlos 
Arencibia Corrales and Ambassador of Brazil to Botswana  

H.E Màrcio Araujo Lage at Jamhuri Day reception

The High Commissioner H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani, Mr 
Wilfred Musau, Head of Chancery welcome Minister 

Mokgweetsi Masisi to Jamhuri Day reception
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Special cake for Jamhuri Day celebrations

Kenyans and friends of Kenya in a celebratory mood at 
Jamhuri Day reception

Kenya High Commission staff members at the Jamhuri 
Day celebrations

Assistant Minister for Health Dr Gloria Somolekae and 
Kenyans at Jamhuri Day reception

H.E Amb Jean Kimani with Kenyans at Jamhuri Day 
reception. 

Ms Esther Njoroge and Ms Leocadia Owegi preparing to 
serve Kenya @50 cake

N E W S  I N  P I C T U R E S
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Kenya 

@50  

Happy Children at Gamudubu Childcare Trust  
during the visit by the Kenyan community

A  Golfer competing at Kenya@50 golf tournament  Golfers at Kenya@50 golf tournament

 High Commissioner H.E Amb Jean Kimani presents 
prizes to winners of the Kenya@50 golf tournament

Kenyans donating blood during the family fun day 
at Gaborone Sporting Club

H.E Amb Jean Kimani and Kenyans donating a P50 000 cheque to Gamudubu Child 
Care Trust authorities 

High 
Commissioner 
H.E. Amb 
Jean Kimani 
planting a tree 
at Gamudubu 
Children’s 
Home to 
commemorate 
the visit. 
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1.A  Golfer competing at Kenya@50 golf tournament 2. 
High Commissioner presents prizes to winners of the 
Kenya@50 golf tournament. 

Kenyans lining up to donate blood

H.E. Amb Jean Kimani launching the cleanup 
campaign in Tlokweng village

Kenyans participating in the charity walk 

Happy kids at family fun day

Kenyans participating in the charity walk H.E Amb Jean Kimani with the local leaders and the 
Head of Chancery at Tlokweng village Kgotla

Kenyans participating in a cleanup campaign in 
Tlokweng village

H.E. Amb Jean Kimani posing for a photo with 
residents of Francistown during Mashujaa Day 

celebrations
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The High Commissioner, H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani paid a Courtesy call on the 

Executive Secretary of the Southern African Development Community (SADC), 

Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax. The purpose of the call was to congratulate and 

welcome the Executive Secretary on her appointment. Kenya remains seized 

of the important role of the regional integration in the continent in particular 

the tripartite arrangement of Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 

(COMESA), East African Community (EAC) and Southern African Development 

Community (SADC).

Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax

African Environment 
Ministers Meet
Environment Ministers and government representatives from about 44 African countries convened in 

Gaborone, Botswana on 17th October 2013 for a two day conference to strengthen and advance Africa’s 
common negotiating position in the climate change talks, ahead of the 19th Conference of Parties to the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The theme of this Fifth Special Session of the AMCEN was  
‘Towards a 2015 Agreement: Making Climate Negotiations of COPs 19, 20, and 21 Work for Africa’.

The meeting was opened by  Lieutenant General Seretse Khama Ian Khama, the President of the Republic of 
Botswana who called  on the leadership of the continent to plan to be heard as a coherent, united voice at 
the Warsaw climate meeting, thus demonstrating that Africans are equal partners with the rest of the world in 
working to address climate change and in protecting the environment. 

As the talks enter a new phase towards an agreement on a new legal instrument by 2015, it is important that 
the development priorities of Africa be considered important  and that African countries prepare adequately 
in order to effectively engage in the negotiations. The special session of the African Ministerial Conference on 
the Environment (AMCEN), of which the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) serves as secretariat was 
meant to help achieve this objective.

Echoing the appeal by the guest of honor, UN Assistant Secretary General and Deputy Executive Director of 
UNEP, Ibrahim Thiaw stressed that “Africa, with so much to lose if climate change is not abated and so much to 

New Executive Secretary of SADC assumes office
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Botswana summit pledges 
action to save elephants

gain if it is, can and must be part of the solution for a fair and equitable new legal instrument. Africa must find 
its voice over the coming crucial weeks before Warsaw and articulate not only the threats it faces from unbridled 
climate change but also the urgency to act on both mitigation and adaptation.”

The Fifth special session of AMCEN also provided a platform for the Ministers to review the progress made in 
the implementation of Rio+20 outcomes and particularly the development of regional flagship programmes 
as a coherent platform that responds to the needs and priorities of Africa, and channels a more coordinated 
support of development partners.The main objective of these programmes is to support African countries in their 
efforts to achieve sustainable development, building on the vast environmental resources that the continent has.

As part of the Rio+20 outcomes also, Ministers are looking at the evolving structure and function of the UN 
Environmental Assembly (UNEA) the new UNEP governing body that replaces its former governing Council, and 
reflect on how Africa can take a proactive role in articulating its priorities in the UNEA and engage in its work. 

A strengthened and upgraded UNEP with universal membership is poised to play a critical role in following up 
on the Rio +20 outcomes. 

Another key objective of the meeting was to produce an updated common position to ensure Africa’s effective 
participation in the climate talks leading up to UNFCCC COP-19 in Poland and beyond; a declaration that also 
maps Africa’s road to sustainable development.

The Kenyan delegation to the meeting was led by the Principal Secretary Ministry of Environment, Water and 
Natural Resources,   Mr. Richard Lesiyampe and included Mrs Alice Kaudia, the Environment Secretary and 
Charles Mutai from the National Climate Change Secretariat.Others who attended the meeting from Kenya were 
Ms Jane Nyakango, Director Kenya National Cleaner production Centre, Mr Jackson Kiplagat, Gorvernance 
Coordinator, World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Kenya Country office and Patrick Mwesigye Regional Cordinator, 
Resource Regional Office for Africa, UNEP.

On 5th December, 2013 H.E President Ian Khama addressed a high-level elephant summit convened by 
his government and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in Gaborone.
In this speech the President recalled that “Africa’s human and natural resources have been pillaged 

and plundered for generations by people from far off lands…and now also our elephant ivory and rhino horn 
are going to countries where they are used for God knows what! Only to satisfy ridiculous outdated beliefs 
whilst we remain with carcasses as proof we once owned these magnificent animals’’. He cautioned that the 
window of opportunity to tackle the growing illegal ivory trade is closing and if African countries do not stem 
the tide, future generations will condemn their unwillingness to act. 
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The Elephant Summit resulted in a significant boost to the main existing strategy, the Elephant Action Plan, which  
has been hammered out by the African states at successive CITES meetings. Building on past deliberations, and 
containing some significant additions, which include key “Urgent Actions” which were agreed upon by key African 
elephant range states including Gabon, Kenya, Niger and Zambia and ivory transit states Vietnam, Philippines 
and Malaysia, and ivory destination states, including China and Thailand. Some of the Urgent Actions are;

1. Applying a zero tolerance approach, secure and report on maximum, and therefore deterrent, sentences for 
wildlife crime. 

2. Form and support National Interagency Mechanisms to allow immediate action against anyone implicated in 
or abetting illegal killing of elephants and the illegal trade in ivory. 

3. Enhance capacity of law enforcement and wildlife protection agencies at the national level to respond to 
well-armed, highly-organized poaching syndicates. 

4. Introduce elephant poaching and the illegal ivory trade as a standing agenda item of National Security 
Committees in countries. 

Kenya delegation to the Gaborone Summit . L-R: James Isiche (IFAW), Iain Douglas-Hamilton (STE), Pat Awori (KWS), Paula Kahumbu 
(WLD),  Patrick Omondi (KWS), Ali Kaka (IUCN). Back row: Mamadou Kane (UNEP) and Philip Muruthi (AWF)
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Commonwealth Heads of 
Public Service meet in 

Botswana

Heads of public service from 19 Commonwealth Africa countries met in Gaborone, Botswana,   from 23 to 
26 July 2013 to explore ways of improving the interaction between politics and public service in order 
to foster sustainable development in their countries. The theme of the forum was: ‘Improving the Political-

Administrative Interface to Achieve Sustainable Development’.

The meeting marked the tenth anniversary of the Forum of Commonwealth Heads of African Public Service. The 
Commonwealth Secretariat’s Governance and Institutional Development Division initiated the forum, which has 
run every year since 2004. Its objective is to bring together public service leaders to dialogue, network and 
share best practices on contemporary issues in public sector management and service delivery.

The forum was opened by Botswana’s Vice President Dr. Ponatshego Kedikilwe who in his keynote address 
challenged African governments to improve the interface between politicians and civil servants in order to 
achieve sustainable development in the continent. He noted that there was need for Africa to commit itself to 
driving home the core values of public service and that the continent needs public administrators that support 
sustained development.

The Vice President also challenged politicians to uphold good values so that administrators could take a cue 
from them.

In her remarks, Commonwealth Deputy Secretary-General Mmasekgoa Masire-Mwamba said that a strong and 
effective public service is crucial to facilitating achievement of national development goals. She noted that the 
theme of this year’s forum was important, particularly now as the world was awakening to Africa’s potential 
for economic prosperity. The continent therefore needed to demonstrate that it was doing its part to realize this 
potential and is committed to moving African countries from poverty to prosperity.

The Deputy Secretary-General pointed out that development is not just a technical process - it is also a political 
process which requires good politics, an effective public service and a robust civil society that work in synergy 
to support the national development agenda. She said that for sustainable development to be achieved in 
Africa, politicians, public sector leaders and leaders from other sectors, have to work in collaboration for the 
common good. She added that Many African countries have been experiencing challenges in reducing poverty, 
improving literacy rates, improving health care and achieving many other development priorities, not only 
because of limited resources, but sometimes because of inadequate collaboration between politicians and public 
servants in ensuring that national development priorities are achieved.

The meeting has drew participants from Botswana, Cameroon, The Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Zambia. Kenya was represented by the Chairperson of the Public Service Commission of Kenya 
Prof. Margaret Kobia who also paid a courtesy call on the High Commissioner, Amb Jean Kimani.
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Zambian High Commissioner to Botswana H.E. Robert H. Mataka signing the condolence book

The Mission 
opens condolence 
book in honour of 
victims of

Westgate 
attack

Members of the Diplomatic Corps, the Kenyan 

Community, Batswana and friends of Kenya visited 

the chancery to sign the condolence book that was 

opened at the Mission following the West gate terror attack 

which claimed over 70 lives and many injured. The mission and 

the Kenyan community in Botswana also organized a church 

service in solidarity with the bereaved families. 

Ambassador Jean Kimani also held a media briefing at which she 

assured the media   that the situation was back to normal and the 

Kenya government had effectively managed to secure the mall. 

Terrorism is also an international phenomenon that requires the 

efforts of the international community as no country is immune. 

Amb. Kimani also expressed confidence that Nairobi was back to 

normal and the tourism sector was not affected. She noted  that 

Kenya had successfully hosted  international conferences on Eco 

Tourism and Sustainable Tourism, the Africa Hotel Investment 

and the World travel Awards.
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Benchmarking visit by Kenya National 
Police Commission

The Kenya National Police Commission visited Botswana on a benchmarking Mission at the invitation 
of Botswana Ministry of Defence, Justice and Security. The delegation was led by the chairperson 
Mr.Johnstone Kavuludi. The key targets in the benchmarking included; Internal regulations and 
oversight Mechanism, Community Policing, Welfare of Police, Issue of Private Security and a visit to 
urban/rural Police Stations.

H.E Amb. Jean Kimani receiving a token of appreciation from Commissioner Mary Awour. 
Looking on is the Chairman of the Kenya Police Service Commission Mr. Johnstone Kavuludi. 

Kenya attends workshop on Kampala 
amendments of the International 
Criminal Court
On 15-16th April 2013 representatives of African States that have ratified the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) attended   a two day workshop organized by the Government of 
Botswana and Liechtenstein whose objective was to discuss the Kampala amendments to the Rome 
Statute of the ICC with a special focus on the crime of aggression. Botswana became the 1st African 
country to sign and ratify the amendments to the   Rome statute when President Khama at the opening 
session signed and ratified the Kampala amendments to the Rome Statute. Kenya was represented at 
the workshop by:-Mr. Charles F.Kimani-Legal Officer, Office of the President, Ms. Jaennette Mwangi-
Principal State Counsel, Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International Trade and Ms.Belinda Kiilu-State 
Counsel/PA to Hon. Attorney General, State Law Office.
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African countries sign Gaborone 
Declaration

The Gaborone Declaration for 
Sustainability in Africa (GDSA) 
Convention was held in October 2013 

at Gaborone Sun hotel. The purpose of 
the meeting was to consider the advances 
that signatories have made towards 
the implementation of the Gaborone 
Declaration for Sustainability in Africa. 

The Minister for Environment, Wildlife and 
Tourism Honorable Tshekedi Khama at the 
opening ceremony noted that it is upon 
everyone to consider integrated national 
planning process where partnerships 
can be built with development actors, 
the private sector, and civil society. He 
added that the efforts will inform coherent 
policy and planning processes of regional 
economic bodies.

The first Key Action Statement that underpins the commitments made by signatory countries to the (GDSA) is integrating 
the value of natural capital into national accounting and corporate planning and reporting processes, policies and 
programmes. The second action is building social capital and reducing poverty while the last one is building knowledge, 
data, capacity and policy networks to promote leadership and new models in the field of sustainable development. At 
the end of the meeting, 10 countries signed the Gaborone Declaration and confirmed their commitment to the Declaration.

Attending the conference Kenya High Commissioner to Botswana Amb Jean Kimani informed that Kenya has been at the 
forefront in placing the environment central to development. Kenya is a champion of renewable energy and the leading 
African country in the utilization of geo-thermal energy and has participated in Rio +20 conference on sustainable 
development. The High Commissioner noted that Kenya hosts the largest United Offices in Africa – UNON and would like to 
see the enhancement of the mandate of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as the principal international 
body, dealing with environment. 

Minister for Environment, Wildlife and Tourism Hon Tshekedi 
Khama opening the conference

H.E Amb. Jean Kimani (middle) at GDSA Convention



27Kenya High Commission- Botswana        Newsletter

Kenyans dancing at Madaraka day celebration

Popular artist Emmy Kosgei performing at Madaraka day

High Commissioner H.E Amb Jean Kimani addressing 
Kenyans during Madaraka Day celebrations

Merry Kenyans at Jubilee Madaraka Day 
celebrations

Jubilee Madaraka day
Celebrations in Botswana
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The Maasai Mara 
game reserve 
has landed top 
honours in the

The Maasai Game Reserve was recognized as the 
leading game park in Africa by the World Travel 
Awards organisation. The awards are considered the 

“Oscars” of the travel industry.

Dubbed the “Eighth Wonder of the World”, the Mara beat 
the Central Kalahari Game Reserve in Botswana, the Etosha 
National Park in Namibia and the Kidepo Valley National 
Park in Uganda to the first position. Others lower-ranked 
were the Kruger National Park in South Africa, the Nyungwe 
National Park in Rwanda and Tanzania’s Serengeti National 
Park.

Presenting the award at Safari Park Hotel and Casino 
in Nairobi, the president and founder of World Travel 
Awards, Mr Graham Cooke noted that the World Travel 
Awards celebrate their 20th anniversary in 2013and are 
acknowledged across the globe as the ultimate travel 
accolades, celebrating those companies, organizations 
and brands that are pushing the boundaries of industry 
excellence in product and service. The event was also 
attended by Tourism Cabinet Secretary Phyllis Kandie.

 The Kenya Tourism Board, Twiga Tours, Kenya Airways and 
Serena Hotels, among others, also clinched awards at the 
gala ceremony.

 Last year, the Maasai Mara Game Reserve landed 
another award in Berlin, Germany, for the newly-introduced 
e-ticketing system of collecting revenue by the Narok county 
council, now defunct. The award was in recognition of use 
of the smart card, which was judged the most innovative 
revenue collection system in the world. 

Best Time to Visit
With the wildebeest migration in July to October, this is 
the best time to see this incredible movement of animals in 
the Maasai Mara. December to February is great time and 
good for the Big Cats (Lion Leopard and Cheetah) as it is 
drier.

Accommodation in Maasai Maraa
The Game Reserve boasts of world class accommodation 
that includes lodges, tented camps and private houses. The 
latest addition to these excellent facilities is Sir Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Limited edition, Mahali Mzuri Safari Camp. 
Other accommodation that is found within Maasai Mara 
include Mara Serena Safari Lodge, Mara Intrepids Tented 
Camp, Tipilikwani Mara Camp, Mara Sidial Camp, Ashnil 
Mara Camp, Mara Eden Safari Camp, Keekorok Lodge, 
Eagle View, Mara Naboisho, Mara River Camp  and Fig 
Tree Camp.

Wildebeest crossing Maasai Mara

One of the 12 luxury tents at Sir Richard 
Branson’s Mahali Mzuri Safari Camp

World Travel 
Awards
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Kenyan athletes win the Steinmetz 
Gaborone Marathon
Kenyan runners once again dominated the 2013 Steinmetz 
Gaborone Marathon race which saw 3600 runners 
participate and a number of records broken.
The Steinmetz Gaborone Marathon is governed by the 
international Association of Athletics Federation and the 
Botswana Athletics Association. It is open for the ages of 
19 and up, and the race is a qualifier for the Comrades 
Marathon in Durban and Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 
and the Olympic Marathon in London. The marathon which 
is sponsored by Steinmetz Diamonds is the second of its kind 
in Botswana, after the Bosele Marathon in Selibe Phikwe. 
The marathon was first established as the Gaborone City 
Marathon in 2009 and was first run on 18 April 2010.

In what was largely a Kenyan affair, 35-year-old Luka 
Chelimo won the marathon, beating his compatriots Ezikiel 
Tarus and Kennet Kipkemoi into second and third places 
respectively.  

42.2 km Steinmetz Gaborone Marathon winners in position 
3, Kennet Kipkemoi (left), position 2 Ezikiel Tarus (right) and 
position 1 Luka Chelimo during a prize giving ceremony at the 
Steinmetz Gaborone Marathon.

Inside one of the luxury tents at Sir Richard Branson’s Mahali Mzuri Safari Camp
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Staff changes
The mission welcomed the Head of Chancery Mr. Wilfred Musau, Second Secretary Ms Esther 
Njoroge and the Administration Attaché Ms. Joan Muema. The High Commission bid farewell to 
Mrs. Medy Obbayi, who returned back to Kenya on successfully completing her tour of duty.

Current staff 
members

Ms Joan Muema
Administrative Attaché

Mr Wilfred Musau
Head of Chancery

Mrs Medy Obbayi
Administrative Attaché

Ms Esther Njoroge
Second Secretary (Political)

The High Commissioner H.E. Amb Jean Kimani with members of staff. From left to right: Ms Ruth Kelebekae (Administrative Assistant), 
Ms Helen Sang (Second Secretary Administration), Ms Esther Njoroge (Second Secretary Political), Mr Montshwari Oefile (Utility 
Driver), Ms Joan Muema (Administrative Attaché), Mr Moses Nyandoro (Representative Driver), H.E Amb. Jean Kimani (High 
Commissioner), Ms Leocadia Owegi (Financial Attaché) Mr Wilfred Musau (Head of Chancery), Ms Kwenzakele Salu Medu (Office 
Assistant), Mrs Riapius Nthei (Receptionist)    
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Kenya High Commission congratulates 
award winning actress Lupita Nyong’o

On January 18  2014, Kenyan actress Lupita Nyong’o won the best supporting Actress award at the 20th 

Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards for her role in the film ‘12 years as a slave.’ She was also nominated 

for several awards including a Golden Globe Award for best supporting actress and two Screen Actors 

Guild awards. 
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