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It is my pleasure to present to our esteemed readers the 
Second Issue of our newsletter published by the Kenya High 
Commission in Botswana. Since the last issue, we have 
witnessed a number of positive developments and 
achievements which have served to enhance our bilateral 
relations with Botswana; the fourth Kenya/Botswana Joint 
Permanent Commission on Cooperation was hosted by the 
Government of Botswana at which MOUs on Forestry, 
Cooperative Development and Art and Culture were signed. 
On the economic front the Mission together with the 
Botswana Investment and Trade Corporation (BITC) also 
organized the first Kenya/ Botswana Business Forum which 

was a success. In line with Kenya`s commitment to promote 

regional integration in particular the tripartite arrangements 
between COMESA, EAC and SADC, I presented letters of 
credence  to the Executive Secretary Dr. Stergomena L. Tax 
at a ceremony held at SADC headquarters in Gaborone. This 
will boost the relationship between Kenya and the greater 
SADC region.  
During the  period  a number of benchmarking and study 
tours which have contributed to sharing of information and 
technical expertise in various specialties for mutual benefit of 
both countries have also taken place The Mission has 
continuously endeavored to improve service delivery to our 
clients, including the Kenyan Diaspora. We have launched a 
new website that is user friendly, and rolled out issuance of 
the new generation Identity cards, just to mention a few.  
I am confident that the strong partnership the mission and 
stakeholders have built in 2015 will enable the Staff and 
myself in 2016 to build on the achievements of 2015 and 
enhance our diplomatic and economic relations to new levels 
while simultaneously engaging our diaspora in line with our 
diaspora policy.  
We encourage you to read this newsletter and provide us 
with suggestions and information that we could use to serve 
you better. 

 
Happy reading 

Asante Sana 

Kealeboga 
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KENYA AND BOTSWANA SIGN MOUs AT THE 4TH JOINT PERMANENT 
COMMISSION FOR COOPERATION (JPCC)   
 
Kenya‟s bilateral relations with Botswana reached another milestone when Kenya‟s 
Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs and International Trade Amb. (DR.) Amina C. 
Mohamed and her Botswana counterpart Dr. Pelonomi Venison-Moitoi signed three 
MOUs during the Ministerial segment of the 4th session of the Joint Permanent 
Commission for Cooperation (JPCC) meeting held on the side-lines of the AU Summit in 
Johannesburg South Africa on 15th June 2015. The three MOUs are: Forestry 
Management, Cooperative Development and Arts and Culture. 
 
This followed a successful conclusion of a senior officials‟ meeting on 28th -29th May 
2015 in Gaborone. The Kenyan delegation was led by the High Commissioner Amb. 
Jean W. Kimani while that of Botswana was led by the former Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation Amb. Lapologang 
Lekoa. 

 

Amb. Dr. Amina Mohamed, EGH,CAV Kenya‟s Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs and International Trade  and her 
Botswana counterpart Hon. Dr. Pelonomi Venson-Moitoi, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. 

In his opening address Amb. Lekoa welcomed the Kenyan Delegation and lauded the 
warm relations between the two countries and noted that while the JPCC had not held a 
session since 2011 there has been continuous engagements between the people of 
Botswana and Kenya. Chief among these engagements was the official visit of H.E 
President Uhuru Kenyatta to Botswana in November, 2013 and that of H.E. Lt. Gen. 
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Seretse Khama Ian Khama to Kenya for the 50th Anniversary Celebration of Jamhuri in 
2013. 

Amb. Jean Kimani in her statement noted that the meeting provided both countries with 
an opportunity to reflect on the achievements and review the status of the Political and 
Economic relations, share experiences as well as set tangible goals to guide future 
cooperation. 

Other areas of cooperation that were discussed during the session included;  Police 

Cooperation, Cooperation on Environmental Matters, Trade,  Energy, Military Training 

and Cooperation and Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention of Fiscal Evasion 

The Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS) and Botswana Bureau of Standards (BOBs) also 

signed an MOU on Quality Standards in May 2015.  

 

Kenya and Botswana have signed a number of Memorandum of Understanding during 

previous sessions of the JPCC. These MOUs are on Education, Science & technology, 

ICT (Information, Communication & Technology), Cooperation on Education in the field 

of Diplomacy and international relations, mining and mineral development, Agriculture 

and Livestock, Land Policy Formulation, Administration and Management, Health and 

Medical Services, Sports Development, National Housing Policy and Management, and 

Bilateral Air Services Agreement. 

 

H.E Amb. Jean Kimani and Amb.Laologang Lekoa, former Permanent Secretary Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation during the Joint Permanent Commission of Cooperation. 
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KENYA ATTENDS SUMMIT ON ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE 

In March 2015, ministers and officials from 31 governments met in Kasane for the 
illegal wildlife trade conference. The conference was officially opened by the President 
of Botswana H.E. Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama. The purpose of the conference 
was to reaffirm determination to respond to the global poaching crisis, and adopt 
crucial new measures to help tackle the unprecedented surge in illegal wildlife trade. 
The Kasane statement builds upon the commitments in the London Declaration to 
eradicate the market for wildlife products, ensure effective legal frameworks and 
deterrents against wildlife crime, strengthen law enforcement and support sustainable 
livelihoods.  

 

H.E Lieutenant General Seretse Khama Ian Khama, President of the Republic of Botswana. 

Addressing the Conference, President Khama said wildlife trafficking undermined the 
rule of law and fuels corruption. He noted that wildlife poaching and trafficking were on 
the rise throughout the world and had reached unprecedented levels. He said 
endangered species were being poached at an alarming rate to satisfy the ever-growing 
demand in consumer States. 

According to the International Fund for Animal Welfare an illegal trade is worth $19 
billion a year. Ivory is reportedly bought at $45 per pound from poachers and sold for 
$2,100 in China. 
Prof. Judy Wakhungu, Cabinet Secretary Environment & Natural Resources who 
represented President Uhuru Kenyatta at the summit, announced that Kenya has 
continued to put pressure to mitigate elephant poaching. Reporting on the progress 
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made by Kenya on implementation of the national ivory action plan and urgent 
measures to compact illegal killings of elephants, Prof Wakhungu shared that the 
pressure has resulted in reduction of cases of poached elephants, especially in 2014. 
According to Prof Wakhungu, Kenya lost 302 and 164 elephants in 2013 and 2014 
respectively to poaching, representing a 46% decline in one year. To further 
demonstrate Kenya‟s commitment towards fighting illegal trade in ivory and putting 
ivory beyond economic use, the country led by President Uhuru Kenyatta destroyed 15 
tonnes of Ivory stockpile on 3rd March 2015 with a black market value of U$ 30m. 

 

Prof Judi Wakhungu Cabinet Secretary Environment & Natural Resources of the Republic of Kenya 

Traffic, the wildlife trade monitoring group, said ivory trading routes demonstrated the 
flow from Kenya and Tanzania to transit countries including Vietnam and Philippines, 
before going on final markets in China and Thailand. There, the ivory is sculpted into 
jewellery or art pieces that are prized by the wealthy and sold for $2,100 in China. 
Botswana's Minister of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism, Tshekedi Khama, told the 
summit it was important "that we take ownership, because having elephants and 
wildlife is sustainable and it also gives livelihood to communities." 

AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS HOST AFRICA DAY CELEBRATIONS 

The Africa Group of Ambassadors and High Commissioners in conjunction with the 
African Union and the SADC Secretariat hosted Africa Day celebrations in Botswana at 
Fairgrounds, Boipuso Hall, on 28TH June 2014 under the theme: “Transforming Africa‟s 
Agriculture for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods, through Harnessing 
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Opportunities for Inclusive Growth and Sustainable Development‟‟. The guest of honour 
was the former President of Botswana Sir Ketumile Masire.   
 

The African Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government, during its 19th Ordinary 
Session, held from 15-16TH July 2012 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, declared the year 2014 
to be the Year of Agriculture and Food Security in Africa, marking the 10th Anniversary 
of the adoption of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP). 
 
Africa Day provides an opportunity to commemorate the founding of the Organisation 
of African Unity, (OAU) formed on 25th May 1963 and now known as the African Union, 
(AU). It also provides an opportunity to celebrate African unity and culture.The 
organisation was established with the cordial objective of promoting the unity, solidarity 
and cooperation of African States to achieve a better life for the people of Africa. Since 
its inception, it has contributed to the total liberation of Africa from the vestiges of 
colonialism and apartheid and provided a unique framework for Africa‟s collective 
action. The African Union comprises of 53 member states.  

 
The Chief Guest, Former President of Botswana, Sir Ketumile Masire delivers his speech at Africa Day celebrations  

Speaking at the celebration, Sir Masire challenged Africans to rise and take control of 
Africa resources.  He said that even though over the past decade six of the world‟s 10 
fastest growing countries were African, most of the wealth was extractive and there 
was lack of value addition on the African side. “What is happening on the continent 
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economically is a new era of massive resource extraction, catalyzed mostly by Chinese 
and western countries domestic demands” he added. Coupled with this, Sir Ketumile 
Masire said was the escalating greediness and corruption that was spreading across the 
continent. He also mentioned political challenges resulting in growing religious 
intolerance, entrenched leaders and wars in various countries across the continent.  

 
Chief guest, former president Sir Ketumile Masire admiring Kenyan curios during a tour of the exhibition held to mark  
Africa Day. 
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Former President of Botswana H.E. Sir Ketumile Masire and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation Hon Keletso Rakhudu posing for a group photo with Heads of African Diplomatic Missions at the 
reception. 

The celebrations in Botswana were marked by showcasing African Culture through 
music, exhibition of African cultural artefacts as well as presentations on the history of 
the African Union through speeches and video clips. 

 
CELEBRATING 51ST  JAMHURI DAY  
 
The Mission hosted a successful Jamuhuri Day to mark Kenya‟s 51st year of 

Independence. The Guest of Honour was Hon. Eric Molale, Acting Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and International Coioperation and Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public 

Administration. 

 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs  in his speech noted that the 51st anniversary of  

independence provides an opportunity for Botswana and Kenya to reflect on the state 

of their bilateral relations. He noted that the two countries continue to enjoy cordial and 

strong bonds of friendship underpinned by shared values such as good governance, 
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democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights. These values provide a solid 

foundation for closer collaboration and co-operation between the two countries and 

peoples. As a result of the excellent relations that exist between the two countries over 

the years, Botswana citizens have benefited from training and capacity development 

offered by Kenyan institutions across various disciplines including railways, medicine, 

health sciences, agriculture, tourism ands wildlife management, the military, and mining 

among others. 

 

In her speech, the High Commissioner H.E Amb. Jean Kimani noted that 51 years ago, 

a new and proud Kenya became a free and sovereign state capable of determining its 

political, social and economic destiny. On 12th December therefore, Kenyans 

commemorate the sacrifices and heroism of the valiant men and women whose vision 

and convinction won freedom and sovereignty. 

 

 
The Guest of honour at the 51st Jamuhuri Day Celebrations, acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation and Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public Administration, Hon. Eric Molale and Amb. Jean Kimani 
toast to the warm and cordial relations between Kenya and Botswana.  
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Hon. Eric Molale, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and Minister for Presidential Affairs 
and Public Administration addressing Kenyans and invited guests at the function. 

 

 
(From right) The Speaker of the National Assembly Ms Gladys Kokorwe, Ministry of Foreign Affiars Permanent 
Seretary Amb. Lapologang Lekoa, Zimbabwe Ambassador H.E Mr. Thomas Mandigora and South Africa High 
Commissioner H.E Mr Mdu Lembede at Jamhuri reception. 
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The Governor of the Bank of Botswana, Lillian K. Mohohlo (right) interacting with other guests at the function. 

HIGH COMMISSION HOSTS KENYA/BOTSWANA BUSINESS FORUM 

The first Kenya-Botswana Business forum was held in Gaborone. The Forum was 

organized by Kenya High Commission in Botswana in conjunction with Botswana 

Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) and was attended by over 60 representatives from 

a wide range of sectors including Agriculture, Education, Financial Services, ICT, Mining, 

Tourism & Hospitality, and Transport & Logistics. 

In her remarks during the opening ceremony, the Permanent Secretary in the Botswana 

Ministry of Trade and Industry Ms. Banny Molosiwa said that as a market-led economy, 

Botswana‟s objective is to provide a conducive investment climate which would nurture 

economic growth through maintenance of a stable macro-economic environment 

coupled with requisite institutional support.  

The Kenya High Commissioner H.E Amb Jean Kimani was optimistic that the forum will 

cement the existing relations and enable business communities to acquire insights into 

available trade and investment opportunities in both countries. She reassured those 

present that though the trade levels between Kenya and Botswana were low, efforts 

were being made to boost the trade levels between the two countries. 
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The Kenyan delegation at the forum was led by the Vice chair of the Kenya National 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry Mr. Laban Onditi Rao and included officials from 

the following organisations; Kenya Investment Authority, Export Promotion Council, 

Export Processing Zones Authority, Kenya Utalii College as well as private sector players 

in beef, horticulture, logistics and human capital services. Mr. Onditi stressed on the 

need for the two chambers to sign an MOU. 

In his remarks the BITC CEO, Letsebe Sejoe noted that Botswana had numerous 

investment opportunities, most of which were untapped. He challenged them to take 

advantage of these opportunities and assured them that his organisation was ready to 

facilitate organisations willing to invest in Botswana.  

The Forum also facilitated Business to Business meetings between Kenya and Botswana 

companies which discussed the possibility of Joint ventures in areas of interest. The 

CEO Export Processing Zones Authority Mr. C. Nabutola met with the CEO BITC and 

discussed the challenges of transforming an export processing zone into Special 

Economic Zones (SEZ) and how the latter has benefited from Kenya‟s experience in 

drafting their bill as well as skills‟ transfer. Both Organizations noted that Botswana was 

facing serious challenges with work permits and that this will have an impact on 

investments. The Kenya Utalii College General Manager also met with officials from 

Botswana Tourism Organization, University of Botswana, Education Hub and Botho 

University and explored ways through which the Utalii College can assist these 

institutions establish hospitality training institutions and programs. 

 

H.E. Amb Jean Kimani with the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Trade & Industry Mrs. Banny Molosiwa and 
BITC CEO Mr Letsebe Sejoe at the business forum. 
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There were also organised tours to Air Botswana headquarters and the Cargo Facility, 

University of Botswana (UB) and Diamond Trading Centre. Mr. Rao led a delegation on 

a visit to the University of Botswana during which several opportunities for collaboration 

were explored, especially in the areas of expanding student accommodation and 

catering facilities through Public Private Partnerships.  

The team also visited the Botswana Meat Commission and various horticulture and tea 

importers. The engagements were fruitful and successful in establishing trade ties 

between the companies and their counterparts in Botswana and will open up exports of 

flowers and tea from Kenya to Botswana.  

 

Delegates at the business dinner during the business forum held in Gaborone, Botswana. 
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The forum was followed by a visit by the BOCCIM President Mr Lekwalo Leta 

Mosienyane who led a delegation to Kenya from 27th -29th April 2015 to attend a 

business forum organized by the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  

H.E Amb Jean Kimani also participated at the event and addressed the forum. The 

forum was aimed at promoting trade and investment between the two countries. In her 

address to the delegates, H.E Amb Jean Kimani welcomed the business delegates to 

Nairobi and emphasized the role that the trade blocs, namely COMESA and EAC have 

played in the development of the trade sector in Kenya. She also recognized the role of 

Botswana as a part of SADC in developing trade between the two nations saying that 

trading with Botswana gave the nation of Kenya a gate through which she could trade 

with the other nations in the SADC region. 

In his remarks the KNCCI Vice Chairman Laban Onditi said local investors should 

consider exploring horticulture, textiles, tea and coffee sectors which remain largely 

unexploited in Botswana. “This is a big opportunity for business considering the MoU 

will ensure that any Kenyan investor in Botswana is treated the same way as a 

Batswana and the same will apply here,” he said.  

The Botswana Confederation of Commerce, Industry and Manpower President Leta 

Mosienyane  noted that deepening of relations in the trade spheres with Kenya will be a 

big win for their businesses which have previously been unable to expand. “We are 

thrilled to do business with Kenya,” he said.  

The Forum was also addressed by Botswana‟s High Commissioner to Kenya H.E. John 
Moreti who noted that the partnership would create opportunity for economic growth 

and job creation in both countries. 

Kenya and Botswana have over the years established warm bilateral relations from the 

time Botswana got her independence in 1966. Today the two nations have built a bond 

in the arena of trade and investment as they continue to promote growth in their 

respective economies.  

During the Forum the two Chambers of Commerce negotiated a draft MOU which is 

expected to boost export and import volumes for both countries. The representatives 

on both sides noted that trade between the two states has been lean due to induced 

restrictions and a memorandum of understanding will open opportunities for business 

expansion. 
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Kenyan and Batswana delegates during the Kenya/Botswana Business Forum. 

The recent statistics show that Kenya‟s total exports to Botswana in 2013 amounted to 
approximately Sh357.1 million which largely constituted of vegetables, petroleum oils, 
medicines, printing and book binding parts, textiles, hand and machine tools, cutlery 
and furniture. Imports made up approximately Sh17.2 million and included motor cars, 

tractors, articles of textiles and plastics. 

The Botswana delegation was also taken on a tour of tea farms in Kiambu and flower 

farms in Limuru and also provided an opportunity for business to business discussion 

between Kenya and Botswana; during which useful contacts were made. 

 

KENYA WINS COVETED PRIZE AT THE BOTSWANA CONSUMER FAIR 

 

The High Commission won the second best prize under Diplomatic Missions & National 

Stands Category at the 2015 Botswana Consumer Fair held at Fairgrounds Holdings 

under the theme shop, discover and explore. The Mission teamed up with the 

country‟s airline Kenya Airways to showcase Kenyan products and services, investment 

opportunities as well as tourist attractions. 
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Kenya was well represented at the fair and visiting the Kenya High Commission stands 

exceeded the expectations of the consumer, since they discovered what the country has 

to offer. Consumers visiting the stall were able to SHOP from a rich basket of Kenya‟s 

products ranging from tea to curios. On display this year the Mission had various 

samples of Kenyan tea, coffee, Macadamia nuts, Juices, soya mince, Noodles and 

curios. 

Team Kenya celebrating a medal for 2nd position at the 2015 consumer fair  

The consumers were also able to shop hand-made items such as sandals, women 

handbags, jewellery as well as traditional regalia. There was much to DISCOVER and 

EXPLORE about Kenya which is the leading economy in East Africa with numerous 

investment opportunities. The visitors to the stand had a lot to learn as far as culture, 

education and the history of Kenya is concerned. A safari in Kenya means more than 

just seeing animals as the 42 ethnic groups provide a rich cultural diversity for those 

interested in cultural tourism. This diversity and uniqueness weaves a rich human 

tapestry and makes the nation a regional melting pot. While each of the nation's 

indigenous communities has its own unique language, practices, staple food, dress, 

dance and music, they are all distinctly and wonderfully Kenyan.   
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The Mission also participated at the Global Expo held in November 2014. The 9th Global 

Expo was organized by the Botswana Investment and Trade Center (BITC). The theme 

of the Expo was “Enhancing the business landscape through foreign direct investment 

and exports” 

 

 
H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani with the Executive Director of the Botswana Investment and Trade Centre Mr Sejoe, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade Mrs. B. Molosiwa and Mrs. Masire-Mwamba escorting the Minister for Trade 
Hon. Vincent Seretse on a tour of the Expo stands. 

KENYA’S NEW GENERATION IDENTITY CARDS  

The High Commission in conjunction with the Kenya National Registration Bureau rolled 

out the process of issuance and renewal of Kenyan National Identity Cards in Botswana. 

in line with the Registration of Persons Act CAP 107, Laws of Kenya, an Act of 

Parliament that make provision for the registration of persons and for the issue of 

identity cards possible. The law, therefore, makes it mandatory for all Kenyans who are 

18 years and above to register and be issued with national identity cards.There are four 

(4) types of categories of Kenya National Identity Card registration; Initial Registration, 

Replacement Registration, Duplicate Registration and  Change of Particulars. 

The service was rolled on 9th June 2014 and Kenyans in Botswana have responded well 

to the service as they registered in large numbers. To date 261 Kenyans have managed 
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to get ID cards through the High Commission. H.E Amb. Jean Kimani thereafter 

launched issuance of the New Generation Identity Card in Maun and in Francistown on 

7th March 2015. Francistown which is the second largest city, is home to over 60 

Kenyans who are either employed by the Botswana government or running their own 

businesses. The Kenyan community welcomed the identity cards programme which was 

facilitated by Ms Helen Sang, the Second Secretary Administration.  

 

Kenyans registering for new Identity cards at the Chancery 

The High Commissioner discussed with Kenyans issues affecting their welfare. The 
Kenyans were also updated on developments taking place in Kenya. Among the new 
developments include the establishment of Huduma Centres which were recently 
launched by H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta and the Diaspora Policy which was recently 
launched by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International Trade. She outlined the 
objectives of the policy and encouraged Kenyans in Francistown to get involved in the 
development of Kenya because the Diaspora is a big resource in building of the country. 
Lastly, the High Commissioner applauded Kenyans in Francistown for upholding social 
responsibility in Botswana and in particular the Lephoi Centre where she attended and 
donated gifts to the Children. 
 
KENYA HIGH COMMISSION’S WEBSITE LAUNCHED 

On 21st June 2014, H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani led Kenyans in Botswana in celebrating 
Kenya‟s 51st Madaraka Day held at Boipuso Hall in Gaborone. The theme of the 
celebration was “Partnering with the Diaspora for improved service delivery and 
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promotion of Kenya`s interests.” The High Commissioner also launched the mission‟s 
new website which provides a platform for interaction  and enhancement of  service 
delivery to the Diaspora.The website through its different features enhances among 
others; sharing of information on employment opportunities, investment opportunities, 
business opportunities and consular services. The news about Kenya and other related 
topics are updated daily on the website. Through the website, users are able to 
download all forms on consular affairs, register with the High Commision, connect to 
the Mission social networks:Facebook and twitter and access updates on incoming 
events.  
 

 
H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani unveiling the website to the Kenyan community in Botswana. 

 
In her speech, the High Commissioner highlighted that Kenya celebrates Madaraka Day 
as the day when she attained internal self governance and that the 51 years of 
independence is worth celebrating  because Kenya has made tremendous achievements 
as a nation since then. Notable achievements have been made in education, health, 
infrastructure development among other key sectors. The child mortality rate has also 
dropped due to recent initiatives by the Jubilee government on free maternal health 
care. “We take pride in the fact that our Government has defended our sovereignty and 
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contributed to peace in our region and in South Sudan, the Great Lakes Region and 
Somalia in particular” she added.  
H.E Amb. Jean Kimani outlined the theme of the event, “Partnering with the Diaspora 
for improved service delivery and promotion of Kenya`s interests” and reiterated that 
the Government recognizes the role that the Diaspora plays in the development of the 
nation. This is also in line with Kenya‟s Vision 2030 which recognizes that the Diaspora 
is key to driving investments in the sectors of education, financial services, health, ICT 
services, manufacturing and tourism.  
 

 
Part of the Mission website showing downloadable consular services forms and requirements: 
www.khcbotswana.org.bw 
 

 
H.E AMB. JEAN KIMANI PRESENTS LETTERS OF CREDENCE TO SADC  

On 16th July 2014, H.E Jean W. Kimani presented letters of credence as Kenya‟s special 
representative to Southern African Development Community (SADC) to the Executive 
Secretary Dr. Stergomena L. Tax at a ceremony held at SADC headquarters and was 
the first time Kenya was being accredited to SADC. 
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Amb. Kimani recapped Kenya‟s commitment to the declaration signed by the Heads of 
States and Government of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA), The East Africa Community (EAC) and the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) to create a COMESA-EAC-SADC Free Trade Area (FTA). 

 

H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani presenting letters of credence to the Executive Secretary of SADC Dr. Stergomena Tax 

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) is an inter-governmental 
organization headquartered in Gaborone. The organisation was formerly Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC) and was transformed into SADC 
on 17th August 1992 following the adoption of the Declaration and Treaty of the South 
African development Community (SADC). Its goal is to further socio-economic 
cooperation and integration and political and security cooperation among 15 southern 
African states, which are Angola, Botswana, Democratic Republic of Congo, Lesotho, 
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Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles South Africa, 

Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

ZAMBIA/BOTSWANA IN GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY OF THE 
KAZUNGULA BRIDGE PROJECT 

The then Botswana‟s Vice President Dr. Ponatshego Kedikilwe and the Vice President of 
Zambia Mr. Guy Scott in September 2014 officiated at the Kazungula Bridge project 
ground breaking ceremony. The High Commissioner Amb. Jean Kimani was among the 

dignitaries invited to the occasion.  

Architect's impression of the Kazungula Bridge 

The two Vice presidents in their respective statements said that the project was 
overdue having been on the drawing board close to 30 years. The two leaders also 
noted that the project was rendered possible due to the excellent relations that exist 

between the two countries. 

The project is a multi-national project on the North-South corridor within the SADC 
region and a part of a Corridor Long Infrastructure Improvement Program. The project 
scope includes a bridge linking Botswana and Zambia over Zambezi River to replace the 
existing ferry. The project‟s main components comprise the construction of a new 

road/rail bridge, one-stop-border-post facilities and access roads at Kazungula border. 

Botswana and Zambia are part of the SADC trade block which contributes 40% of the 
GDP of sub-Saharan Africa. The basic need of export dependant economies is 
connectivity to markets and easing access to regional and international trade partners 
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by mitigating the uncertainties and high transport cost and border delays, particularly 

for landlocked countries like Zambia and Botswana. 

Given this background, the project‟s objectives are to facilitate increase in trade 
activities and improve integration of economies and global competiveness for Botswana 
and Zambia and the countries on the North-South Corridor. The direct beneficiaries are 
sectors of population and businesses engaged in the mining, agriculture and service 
sectors; contributors of 60-80% of the region‟s GDP. The benefits gained are through 
increased opportunities for intra and extra-regional trade activities, integration of the 
economies served by the corridor and job creation. Kenya will benefit from this project 

since the bridge will make it easy to access the SADC market. 

 The 923 meters long bridge is expected to help in reduction of transit time from 36 
hours to two hours, integration of the economies served by the North-South Corridor 
and increase revenue for the countries involved. The project will lead to creation of jobs 
before and after the construction phase. It will facilitate easy transportation of mining 
products and equipment. With the completion of this project, there will be integration of 
the economies of the North-South corridors and increased opportunities for intra-Africa 

trade. The bridge is expected to be completed in 2018. 

One of the aged Kazungula ferries that help ferry people and vehicles across the River Zambezi.  
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The Free Trade Area when realized will deepen and strengthen the economic 
integration of the Southern and East African Region and will go a long way in promoting 
the African Economic Community as envisaged in the Lagos Plan of Action, and the 
Abuja Declaration. Kenya is committed to the objectives of the tripartite negotiations 
which when concluded will create greater opportunities for trade and development as 
SADC represents a market of over 234  million people and  generates a GDP of an 
estimated 760 billion USD. 
 
MISSION EXPLORES OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION WITH 
UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA 
 
The High Commissioner, H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani paid a courtesy call on the Vice 
Chancellor of University of Botswana Prof. Thabo Fako in  April, 2014.  The purpose of 
the visit was to share information on education and how Kenya and Botswana can work 
together to improve university education in both countries. The Vice Chancellor 
informed the High Commissioner that the institution has 18,000 students, 15,000 full 
time and 3,000 part time pursuing undergraduate programs, masters programs and 
pHDs programs. He informed the High Commisioner on pojects that are carried out by 
the university. He shared challenges that the university is currently facing which 
include: Low budgetary allocation, growth of other public institutions leading to transfer 
of lecturers and retention of staff. 

 
H.E Amb. Jean Kimani and University of Botswana‟s Vice Chancellor Professor Thabo Fako  
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The High Commissioner appreciated the University for having Kenyan lecturers at the 
University. She noted that universities in Kenya have exchange programs especially 
Kenyatta University and University of Nairobi in medicine and the two countries can 
therefore exchange students and lecturers. 
 
Kenya and Botswana have ongoing collaboration in the sector of education and 
implementation of the MOU between the two countries in Education, Science and 
Technology is in progress. Unlike Botswana with only four universities, Kenya has a 
total of 53 universities enrolling over 240,000 students. Botswana can learn a lot from 
Kenya in terms of education.  

The University of Botswana was the first institution of higher learning in Botswana. The 
University was established in 1982 as part of a larger university system known as UBBS, 
or the University of Bechuanaland (Botswana), Basotoland (Lesotho), and Swaziland; 
which was founded in 1964 to reduce the three countries' reliance on tertiary education 
in apartheid-era South Africa. After Botswana and Lesotho became independent in 
1966, the university was called the University of Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland 
(UBLS). In an unexpected move in 1975, Lesotho withdrew from the partnership and 
established its own national university. For several years a joint University of Botswana 
and Swaziland existed until in the early 1980s when the university was amicably divided 
into two separate national universities.  

The University of Botswana has 7 faculties, and two schools. These are the Faculty of 
Business, Education, Science, Engineering & Technology, Health sciences, Humanities 
and Social Sciences. The schools are the school of graduate studies and the school of 
medicine. The UB School of medicine which is the only medical school in the country 
was opened recently with the mandate to train locally relevant and internationally 
competent doctors in Botswana.  

MISSION STAFF IN JWANENG FOR TEAM BUILDING RETREAT 

Members of Staff of the High Commission held a team building retreat in Jwaneng 
Town in October 2014. The retreat was facilitated by staff from Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade Mr. Joseph Masila, Mr. Lawrence Waweru and Mr. 
Samuel Karicho and a team Building consultant Dr. Didimalang Biorn. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bechuanaland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesotho
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swaziland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apartheid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Botswana_and_Swaziland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Botswana_and_Swaziland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Botswana_and_Swaziland
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From left to right: Mr Karicho, Mr Wilfred Musau, Ruth Kelebekae, Ms Leocadia Owegi, Ms Joan Muema, Mrs. 
Lesego Poonyane, Ms Helen Sang, Dr Didimalang Biorn, Ms Kwenzakele Medu, Montshwari Oefile, H.E. Amb. Jean 
Kimani, Mr Moses Nyandoro, Ms Esther Njoroge, Mr Joseph Masila and Mr Waweru   

 

BOTSWANA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (BOCCIM) AND DEBSWANA ORGANIZE 
TOUR TO ORAPA DIAMOND MINES  

Botswana Chamber of Commerce (BOCCIM) and Debswana facilitated a tour to the 
Orapa diamond mines as part of a business forum organized for the business 
community in November 2014. The High Commissioner Amb. Jean Kimani was among 
dignitaries at the tour. 
Orapa is the world‟s largest diamond mine and is situated over 240 kilometres from 
Francistown the second largest city in Botswana. The mines are managed by Debswana 
which is the largest private sector employer in Botswana with over 5000 employees. 
Diamonds are Botswana‟s key export and contribute over 70% to Botswana‟s GDP. 
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H.E Amb. Jean Kimani and other business delegates at Orapa mine 

 
Orapa open pit mine 
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CABINET SECRETARY PROFESSOR JUDI WAKHUNGU ATTENDS THE AFRICAN 
ELEPHANT SUMMIT IN BOTSWANA 

The second African Elephant summit was held in Kasane Botswana in March 2015. The 
Summit was attended by delegates from about 20 countries across Europe, Africa and 
Asia. The summit was opened by Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Environment, 
Wildlife and Tourism Mr Elias Magosi. Prof. Judy Wakhungu, Kenya‟s Cabinet Secretary 
for Environment, Water and Natural Resources represented Kenya at the summit. 

The overall objective of the meeting was to secure commitments at the highest political 
level to effectively protect elephants and significantly reduce the trends of killings of 
elephants. The summit also reviewed progress in implementing 14 urgent measures 
adopted in December 2013 where 30 countries and 27 inter-governmental and NGOs 
participated in discussing measures required to stem out the growing illegal ivory trade 
and its impacts on elephant populations in Africa. The 2015 meeting warned that 
African elephants could be extinct within a few decades because of an alarming drop in 
numbers due to poaching. The latest figures from the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature reports that the African elephant population had dropped from 
550,000 in 2006 to 470,000 in 2013. East Africa has seen the worst decline, from 
150,000 to about 100,000. 

 

Botswana's President Ian Khama (right) stands with IUCN general director Julia Marton-Lefevre at the Elephant 
summit 
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STUDY VISIT TO BOTSWANA BY OFFICIALS Of PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 
OVERSIGHT AUTHORITY UNDERTAKE BENCHMARKING VISITS TO 
BOTSWANA  

The Mission facilitated study visits to Botswana by various companies from Kenya. 
Following the high level engagements at the bilateral level between the Republic of 
Kenya and Botswana, there has been growing interest by both public and private 
sectors to benchmark on best practices in various sectors. Among the delegation that 
the High Commission received and facilitated benchmarking and study tours included: 
Kisii County Council Delegation, Public Procurement Oversight Authority (PPOA), Kenya 
Meat Commission (KMC) and the Taita Taveta County delegations. The purpose of the 
visits was to benchmark in beef and mining industry Health Sector and best practices in 
procurement. These visits are expected to yield benefits to the organizations concerned 
as well as the country at large, through the implementation of the lessons learnt. 
 

 
The Governor of Taita Taveta County Eng. John Mruttu pictured with the High Commissioner H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani 
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H.E Amb Jean Kimani, and the chair of the Public Procurement Oversight Authority Mrs. Martha Mugambi and 
delegation during their visit to Botswana. 

 

Taita Taveta County delegation with the High Commissioner at the Chancery 
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Isiolo County delegation posing for a picture in Front of Ministry of Agriculture- Botswana 
 

 

TEA GROWING IN KENYA AS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO THE ECONOMY  

On 8th -11th March 2015, a delegation from Kenya Tea Development Agency (KTDA) 
visited Botswana to explore promote Kenyan tea and access to the wider SADC / SACU 
Market by establishing a value addition facility. 

The visit by KTDA delegation has contributed a lot to Kenya‟s efforts to penetrate the 
Botswana market as well as the SADC market, in spite of huge tariff and non tariff 
barriers. Kenyan tea has good reputation in the market and therefore has a good 
chance of doing very well if competitively priced. The delegation was also optimistic 
that their talks with leading supermarkets in the country will yield positive results, 
leading to availability of KETEPA products on its shelves. 

 

Kenya prides itself as the leading producer of quality tea in the world due to ideal 
growing conditions and manufacturing processes. These conditions include Tropical, 
volcanic red soils and well distributed rainfall ranging between 1200mm to 1400mm per 
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annum that alternates with long sunny days. Such conditions are found around Mt. 
Kenya, Aberdares, Kericho, Nandi and Kisii Highlands which have an altitude of between 
1500 metres and 2700 metres above the sea level. These natural conditions guarantee 

the consumer the safest and most refreshing health drink. 

 

H.E. Amb. Jean Kimani with Kenya Tea Development Agency‟s Chairman Peter Kanyago (third left) and CEO Mr. 
Tiampati (second right) and other officials during their benchmarking visit in Botswana. 
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Tea farms in Kenya  

Kenya teas are mainly manufactured using the Cut, Tear and Curl (CTC) method to 
ensure maximum cuppage per unit weight. Kenya tea liquors range between good 
medium to very fine qualities, attributes that make Kenya tea the most sought after 
beverage in the world and makes it the leading exporter of black tea in the world. 
Kenya tea factories/producing facilities are certified with the internationally acclaimed 

standards (ISO 22000; HACCP; Rain forest alliance, fair trade GMP). 

 

About 60% of the tea is produced by small scale farmers under the the guidance of the 
Kenya Tea Development Agency( KTDA) while the rest is by Large plantations and 
Organizations. 
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Kenya tea can be purchased by international importers either by auction sale whereby 
an importer purchases tea at the Mombasa Tea Auction or through an agent or Direct 
/contract sales. The first option avails a wide range of teas from the different origins in 
Kenya while the second one enables an importer access for teas straight-line/ 
unblended teas directly from the factory. 

KENYA SCOOPS 25 MEDALS AT AFRICAN YOUTH GAMES 
 

Kenya participated in the Second edition of the African Youth Games held in Gaborone 
in May 2014. The Kenyan contigent dubbed “Team Kenya” was led by the Permanent 
Secretary for Sports  Mr. Patrick Omutia together with the legentary Kenyan athlete Dr. 
Kipchoge Keino, who is also the President of the National Olympic Committee (NOCK). 
In order to diversify from the track and field events and boxing which are the main 
areas where majority of Kenyan medals at Africa stage have come from, Kenya brought 
a huge team of 143 athletes in 17 disciplines to compete at the games. The Africa 
Youth Games served as a qualifier for the Youth Olympics, which were held in China 
later in the year.  
Team Kenya emerged in position eight at the games. Kenya was competing with 54 
African Countries in 21 different sporting codes and managed to scoop 25 medals 
including 7 gold, 11 silver and 7 bronze medals. The international multi-sport event is 
held every four years. Morocco‟s Rabat staged the first edition of the African Youth 
Games in July 2010 and attracted just over 1,000 athletes from 41 countries and 
regions participating in 16 sport disciplines. However, Gaborone 2014 catered for 2,500 
young athletes. The Games are for athletes aged between 14-18 years. South Africa 
emerged the best with 93 medals.   

 
Team Kenya parade at the official opening of the 2nd African Youth Games at the National stadium in Gaborone. 
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Kenya sporting  legend Dr. Kipchoge Keino (third from left) paying a courtesy call on the High Commissioner. He was 
part of the delegation that came with Team Kenya for  the 2nd Africa Youth Games held in Botswana in May 2014. 

 

 

Kenya‟s under 18 Table Tennis player Peter Muturi competing at the 2nd African Youth Games in Botswana (Courtesy 
of Dailynews) 
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Kenyans in Botswana supporting Team Kenya during the Africa Youth Games held in Gaborone in 2014 
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Kenya‟s Rugby team display the silver medals they won at the Youth Games. 

VISIT TO KENYA BY DIPELA TSA GA KOBOKWE TRADITIONAL 

DANCERS PROMOTE CULTURAL TIES   

One of Botswana‟s traditional dancers, Dipela Tsa Ga Kobokwe were in Kenya for a 

three day visit as guest performers at Kenya@50 celebrations. This was the only foreign 

group invited to perform at the state independence celebrations at the Nyayo Stadium 

in Nairobi and State House on 12th December 2014. 

The dance group entertained more than 30,000 people among them the Presidents of 

Kenya, Ghana, Rwanda and Uganda 

on 12th December 2014. The impact 

of their performance saw the group 

being invited at the State House 

garden party, which was hosted by 

President Uhuru Kenyatta and First 

Lady Margaret Kenyatta. Due to 

popular public demand, they also 

performed alongside other Kenyan 
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groups at the Bomas of Kenya in Nairobi. 

Through their performance the troupe was able to showcase the Batswana culture a 

rich and beautiful culture that has been kept alive over the years, The main attire, 

seaparo sa Setswana, is made out of leather and makes their dance attire unique and 

outstanding. On their feet, they tie around them „matlhowa‟ a traditional musical 

instrument made from the remains of the Mophane worm that sounds with the 

movement of their feet. The traditional dancers also use their hands to edify their music 

as the clap along as they dance. 

The Batswana have a rich culture as is shown through their dances food and their 

traditional attire. Apart from the seaparo sa Setswana attire, they also have the 

jeremani, a German printed 

fabric used for cultural 

occasions such as praying for 

rain, Manyalo, leso and Ga 

apesa Kgosi. The manyalo is 

the entire wedding ceremony 

from introduction, dowry 

negotiations and eventually 

the wedding ceremony. Leso is 

the funeral rights as per the 

Batswana culture. Go apes 

Kgosi is a cultural event 

carried out during the 

inauguration of their traditional 

chief the Kgosi 

A typical Setswana traditional dish comprises of Dikobe, plain boiled beans, mostly 

served plain or with what the Batswana call the fat cat cake, a version of a doughnut. 

Normally this is eaten in the morning as breakfast or at lunch. Bogobe jwa Lerotse is 

made from fermented Sorghum or millet flour and melon normally made in the form of 

Ugali. This is served with fermented milk, Madilla. The Batswana also enjoy Sseswa, 

which is boiled and pounded meat. During social gatherings, the elderly will be found 

enjoying locally made sorghum beer which is also served during functions such as 

weddings and funerals. 
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