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SPEECH BY AMB. JEAN KIMANI, HIGH COMMISSIONER TO BOTSWANA DURING THE MEETING 

FOR H.E. THE PRESIDENT WITH THE KENYA DIASPORA 

Your Excellency President Uhuru Kenyatta, The Cabinet Secretary Amb. Amina Mohamed, 

The Principal Secretary Dr. (Eng.) Karanja Kibicho Distinguished Guests Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 

I wish to take this opportunity to warmly welcome Your Excellency to Botswana. This is 

indeed a happy occasion for all Kenyans here and I know I speak for all of us when I say 

we are delighted. 

Your Excellency, we are particularly honoured that you have chosen Botswana among your 

first visits in the first eight months since you assumed office and in the 50th year of 

Kenya’s Independence. I am confident that this will enhance Botswana- Kenya relations. 

The last visit to Botswana was over 13 years when President Daniel arap Moi visited at the 

invitation of former President Festus Mogae. 

The relations between Kenya and Botswana are warm and characterized by historical ties 

that bind the people of the two countries. Through the establishment of the Joint 

Permanent Commission for Cooperation (JPCC) in 2001, meaningful cooperation has been 

reached. The two countries have signed MOUs on Health, Education, Science and 

Technology, Agriculture and Livestock Development, Meteorological services, Tourism and 

Wildlife Conservation as well as the Bilateral Air Services Agreement. The Draft MOUs on 

Cooperative Development and Police matters are ready for signing. 

Your Excellency, in line with the Jubilee Manifesto the High Commission has embarked on 

an aggressive trade promotion of our goods in this market and we are committed to 

bringing the balance of trade which for a long time has been in favor of Botswana. We are 

working with Kenyan horticultural companies as well as the coffee and tea industry to 

ensure that Kenya Airways will be able to bring our exports to this market. It is our wish 

that we soon sign a Trade Agreement. 

Your Excellency, 
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It is this regard that we have doubled our efforts to strengthening direct contacts and 

interactions between our business communities. Last month a delegation of twenty 

Botswana businessmen visited Nairobi at the invitation of the Kenya Private Sector 

Alliance. 

We also recognise that is only through building mutually beneficial relations that we can 

reap benefits for our two countries. Botswana is a rich country richly endowed with 

minerals in particular diamonds and coal. The recent relocation of the Diamond Trading 

Company (DTC) to Gaborone from London will provide fresh impetus for new opportunities 

for regional trade and we are encouraging Kenyans in Botswana to reap the benefits that 

this opportunity offers. 

Your Excellency, as a result of our bilateral relations over 4,000 Kenyans have made 

Botswana their second home. They are committed professionals who have enhanced the 

image of Kenya in Botswana and have left their mark in key institutions in this country. We 

have Kenyan doctors, engineers, surveyors, teachers as well as Kenyans involved in key 

sectors of the economy and business people. Many Botswana people have also received 

training in our institutions in particular; agriculture, aviation, metrological services among 

others. 

As we invite a representative from the Diaspora to say a few words I note that The High 

Commission here has a symbiotic relationship with the Kenyan community as the mission 

was established following a request the Diaspora made during a State Visit to Botswana 

in 1997 by former President Daniel arap Moi as the Kenyans had to travel to Zambia and 

South Africa for consular matters. Now even travelling home is easy as our National carrier 

flies here 4 times a week. 

In conclusion I once again welcome Your Excellency and your delegation to Botswana and 

we are proud that your visit will leave an indelible mark in this country. 

Thank you 


