
Speech for Jamhuri Day 

  

STATEMENT BY H.E AMB. JEAN W. KIMANI, HIGH COMMISSIONER OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

TO THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA, ON THE OCCASION OF KENYA’S 50TH JAMHURI DAY 

CELEBRATIONS ON 13TH DECEMBER, 2013. 

The Guest of Honour, Hon. Minister for Presidential Affairs & Public Administration, Hon. 

Mokgweetsi Masisi, 

Hon. Ministers, 

Madam Speaker Hon. Margaret Nasha 

Hon. Members of Parliament present here today 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps the Ambassador of the Republic of Angola, H.E. Mr. 

Agostinho Neto, 

Your Excellencies,  

Heads of Diplomatic Missions and International Organizations 

Distinguished Guests  

Fellow Kenyans 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

I take this opportunity to warmly welcome you to celebrate with us our 50th Jamhuri Day a 

momentous and glorious day for Kenya. I am humbled by your presence and wish to thank 

you for honouring our invitation. 

Fifty years ago on December, 12th 1963 a new and proud Kenya was born and we became 

a free and sovereign state ready to determine our political, social and economic destiny. 

We pay tribute to the many men and women who through their vision, tireless struggles 

and self sacrifices won us freedom and sovereignty and who have made it possible for all 

future generations to live in peace in a free democratic and independent country. In this 

regard I wish to request that we observe a moment of silence to Honour the Icon, Great 

leader President Nelson Mandela. We honour these heroes for bringing freedom, justice 

and dignity to our land. 
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Hon. Minister, Mokgweetsi Masisi, 

Your Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Jamhuri Day gives us an opportunity to reflect on our achievements as a Nation as well as 

challenges and prospects for the future. The theme of our golden Jubilee is “unity, 

prosperity and Kenya, as the home of the greats.” Pamoja twasonga mbele. 

At independence our founding fathers identified three enemies, Poverty, Ignorance and 

Disease. Over the last fifty years we have made great strides in overcoming these 

challenges. Our economy which was dependent on primary products coffee and tea has 

diversified to include service sector and the ICT has revolutionized Kenya, i.e. MPESA. 

Kenya is also a regional financial hub and our agricultural sector the backbone of our 

economy has grown to include the export of horticultural products and the recent discovery 

of oil and gas and other deposits, and infrastructure development will boost the economy. 

Kenya is committed to regional integration within the African continent and has played a 

key role in the East African Community and COMESA. Equally we look forward to working 

with SADC in promotion of the tripartite arrangement between the RECs. 

In line with the tenets of Kenya’s Vision 2030, the country has taken bold steps in 

addressing challenges relating to infrastructure development. The Government has been 

able to embark on various roads and energy projects which link to serve the wider region 

of Kenya, East Africa and Great Lakes Region. 

In the education sector we have witnessed great changes with over 98% Kenyans are 

educated and we have over 30 universities both public and private which provide quality 

education in diverse fields not only to Kenyans but indeed to students from the continent 

and beyond. 

Despite various challenges Kenyans are a resilient people and have met every challenge 

with purpose and determination. In 2010 the new constitution of Kenya was promulgated 

which has been hailed for introducing far reaching changes in the country’s system of 

governance as well as having an elaborate bill of rights that protects and promotes the 

social, economic, and political rights of all Kenya. 

  



Hon. Minister, Mokgweetsi Masisi 

Your Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The elections held in March 2013 bore witness to the world that Kenya has come of age 

and we are fully implementing the new constitution. H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta 

emerged the winner and smoothly took over from the third President of Kenya President 

Mwai Kibaki. 

Kenya cherishes the bonds of friendship that exist between our two countries. Like 

symbiotic twins we are linked by a common history and soon we will also be joining hands 

in celebrating Botswana`s Jubilee. Our relations go back to our pre-independence when 

our founding fathers Mzee Jomo Kenyatta our first President and H.E. President Seretse 

Khama were petitioning the cases for independence of our respective countries. 

The relations between Kenya and Botswana are warm and both countries maintain 

diplomatic representation in Gaborone and Nairobi. In March this year I presented letters 

of credence to H. E. Lt. Gen.President Seretse Khama Ian Khama. Our relations have 

further been strengthened by the exchange of high level visits between our two countries. 

Last month H.E. President Kenyatta made an official visit to Botswana at the invitation of 

H.E. Lt.Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama the President of Botswana. We are delighted and 

honoured that H.E. President Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama is in Nairobi to attend 

the 50th Jamhuri Day celebrations. 

  

Hon. Minister, Mokgweetsi Masisi 

Your Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Botswana has been a home away from home for many Kenyans and I wish to take this 

opportunity to thank the people and Government of Botswana for their generosity and 

warm hospitality and assure you that it is highly appreciated. The Kenyan Community in 

Botswana are diligent and have integrated with Batswana people. In appreciation of their 

adopted country the Kenyans have celebrated the 50th Jamhuri by exercising their social 



responsibility here with key activities that included; blood donations, a cleanup campaign, 

adoption of a school, a charity walk and a golf tournament in aid of Gamodubu Childrens 

Trust. 

  

Hon. Minister, Mokgweetsi Masisi 

Your Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Over the years many Batswana have studied and received training in Kenyan institutions 

in various fields including meteorological services ,agriculture , aviation medicine, 

journalism to name a few. Equally many Kenyans have studied and benchmarked in this 

great country. 

The establishment of a Joint Permanent Commission on Cooperation has helped to cement 

our bilateral relations and various MOUs have been signed in Education, Health, 

Agriculture and Livestock Development. The third session of the Joint Permanent 

Commission on Cooperation was hosted in Nairobi in November 2011 and we are looking 

forward to having another JPCC meeting soon to review areas of existing cooperation. 

The Bilateral Air services Agreement signed between the two countries has facilitated 

direct flights between Nairobi and Gaborone and Kenya Airways flies Nairobi –Gaborone 3 

times a week. 

It is our wish that the level of trade between Kenya and Botswana will increase especially 

given the number of flights. Kenya has the potential to export tea, coffee and cut flowers 

to Botswana using Kenya Airways which operates 3 flights weekly to Gaborone. 

  

Hon. Minister, Mokgweetsi Masisi 

Your Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is 12 days to Christmas and 19 days to New Year. Allow me to take this opportunity to 

convey a message from the President of the Republic of Kenya H.E Hon. Uhuru Kenyatta 



and the people of the Republic of Kenya special greetings, best wishes for Christmas 

Season and a Prosperous New Year 2014 to you and your families. 

  

Hon. Minister, Mokgweetsi Masisi 

Your Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In Conclusion, may I now ask you to join me in drinking a toast to the continued good health 

and happiness of H.E Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama, the President of the Republic of 

Botswana, to continued friendship, solidarity and cooperation between our two countries 

and peoples and to the International Peace and Security. 

Pula! 

Kealebog 


