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Hon. Dorcas Makgato-Malesu, 

Hon. Minister of Trade and Industry, 

Mr. Letsebe Sejoe, the Executive Director of the BITC, 

All Protocols observed Distinguished Guests Ladies And Gentlemen 

  

1. From the onset let me join in welcoming you all to the first Kenya-Botswana Business Forum. 

Let me also take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the Botswana Investment and 

Trade Centre who have worked tirelessly to ensure that this forum is realized as well as 

organizing a programme that will fully meet the objectives of all stake holders and sectors 

represented here. I am confident that this forum organized jointly between Kenya High 

Commission and the Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) will cement and enable 

our business communities to acquire insights into available trade and investment 

opportunities in our two countries. 

2. The Government of Kenya recognizes that robust inter-Africa Trade is vital in achieving 

prosperity and growth among African states and has made Economic diplomacy a core pillar 

of its Foreign policy. Bilateral relations are often measured by the growth of trade and 

investment between two countries. Trade between Botswana and Kenya is highly in favour of 

Botswana and we need to correct this trade in balance, we can do better. 

3. Kenya’s major exports to Botswana are pharmaceuticals, vegetables, ICT materials, while 

imports from Botswana are spare parts, tractors and printed material. As statistics indicate 

there reviewing a huge unexploited potential for increasing trade between Kenya and 

Botswana. 

4. This forum is the platform for increasing commercial interactions. There is a wide range of 

sectors which could benefit from our interaction. I wish to encourage you to consider buying 

your products from Kenya directly instead of importing from third countries. By doing so you 

are guaranteed the quality and authenticity of the Kenyan products. Our two countries have 

http://www.khcbotswana.org.bw/index.php/consular-services/forms-and-downloads/speeches/184-speech-trade-mission-to-botswana


signed Bilateral Agreements which have enhanced our cooperation among them the Air 

Services Agreement which allows for Kenya Airways to fly 3 times a week to Gaborone and this 

is an important tool in promoting trade, encouraging growth in tourism, and other sectors. 

5. Botswana is renowned as a stable, peaceful and transparent country which has used its 

natural resources in particular diamonds and coal for the benefit of its people. Botswana is 

also the gateway to the rest of SADC which combined has a population of over 230million 

people. Over the years Kenyan professionals have been working and living in Botswana. I want 

to take this opportunity to thank the Government and people of Botswana for allowing Kenyans 

to share in your success story. 

6. To many Kenyans the perception of Botswana is of a rich country with diamonds and meat 

littered everywhere. On the other hand what is the perception of Botswana of Kenya? Since my 

arrival in this country a year ago I have been privileged to interact with Botswana people both 

at official and personal level and they are warm, welcoming and people of integrity, that’s a 

first quality in doing business. I am confident that this Forum will create positive synergies that 

will lead to increased opportunities for both sides. 

7. Kenya has excellent opportunities owing to the following factors; 

• Excellent connectivity to major world-wide hubs 

• Business friendly regulatory framework 

• A deep pool of educated and skilled manpower 

• A leading tourism, wildlife and safari destination 

• A fully liberalized economy without foreign exchange or price controls 

• The most developed stock market in the eastern and central African region 

• Proximity to Eastern and Central African markets 

• A relatively well developed manufacturing base 

• Potential for exploration and exploitation of mineral resources, including the newly discovered 

huge deposits of oil 

• World class hospitality industry and tourist attractions. 

• A relatively well developed infrastructure, Including ICT: Kenya is currently connected to the 

world through 3 optical fiber infrastructure connections greatly reducing data transfer costs 

while also increasing internet access. 

• A vibrant Banking and Insurance Sector 

  

As I conclude, I urge you to establish long term networks to grow trade and investment and 

achieve even greater prosperity for our people. I thank you for your attention and wish you 

fruitful deliberations. 


